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philip roth and the american liberal tradition offers a fresh reading of the later

career  development  of  one  of  america  s  most  celebrated  authors  through  a

contextual analysis of a select number of texts this innovative study discusses how

famed novels such as american pastoral and the plot against america demonstrate

philip roth s considerable interest in mapping by means of his unique literary

talent the changing shape and fortunes of american liberalism since the 1930s by

viewing these novels and other seminal works of his later period through a wider

historical lens this book informs readers of the myriad ways in which roth s major

phase of writing since the mid 1990s has shown considerableconcern with questions

of class ethnicity race gender and literary culture all of which have been key

components in the shifting intellectual and political makeup of american liberal

ideology from the new deal to our present time this bookgoes beyond a mere

historical analysis by taking a new look at how roth s experimentations in narrative

style and his appeal to ahistorical notions of literary tradition rest in complex

alignment with his fictional treatment of aspects of american history this novel

work of criticism demonstrates a heightened awareness of roth s career length

fascination with the formal characteristics of fiction making clear to its audience

that any reductively linear reading of roth as a political novelist should be avoided

at all  costs  ultimately philip roth and the american liberal  tradition offers  a

stimulatingly intelligent approach to the art of one of america s true literary titans

providing the focused reader with a nuanced understanding of how roth s fiction

has  been  shaped  by  the  various  competing  strains  in  his  dual  roles  as  a

disinterested formalist aesthete on the one hand and as a politically engaged author

on the other

examines  desegregation  school  funding  testing  vouchers  bilingual  education

multicultural education and ability grouping these seem to be separate problems

but much of the contention over them comes down to the same thing an apparent

conflict between policies designed to promote each student s ability to pursue

success and those designed to insure the good of all students or the nation as a

whole the authors show how polices to promote individual success too often benefit
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only those already privileged by race or class the book also examines issues such as

creationism and afrocentrism

on the 250th anniversary of the declaration of independence law professor legal

analyst and bestselling author of the indispensable right jonathan turley explores

how the unique origins of american democracy set it apart from other revolutions

whether it can survive and thrive in the 21st century and how the unfinished story

of the revolution will play out in a rapidly changing world this is a book about

revolutions most countries are the progeny of revolution at the birth of this nation

the founding fathers faced the quintessential question of self governance how do

you keep democracy from devolving into violent  anarchy or brutal  despotism

drawing on little known facts from the founding jonathan turley reveals how the

united states escaped the cycles of violence and instability that plagued other

democratic movements from ancient athens to 19th century france as the nation

approaches a new era marked by artificial  intelligence robotics  and profound

economic shifts america must again withstand the pressure of radical forces that

seek to curtail our natural liberties under the guise of popular reform in this crisis

of  faith  many  politicians  and  pundits  are  questioning  the  very  principles  of

american democracy and some law professors are even calling for scrapping the

constitution synthesizing sources from history to philosophy to the arts turley offers

a hopeful account of how the lessons of the past can guide us through today s

crisis of faith in democracy and see us into the future he notes from redcoats to

robots our challenges have changed yet we have remained our greatest danger is

not forgetting the history detailed in this book but forgetting who we were in that

history
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